Go 4

THE HAMILTON SPECTATOR
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2009

Bruce Sutherland is not aman for
memories and medals. But one day
ayear — that would be today — he
wears a tiny pin that he earned in
the war.

It’s a gold bug with ruby-red
eyes. Tobe more precise, it’sa
silkworm caterpillar.

It used to be that parachutes
were made of silk. And all who
wear the caterpillar owe their life
to aparachute.

Bruce was 23 when that hap-
pened. Next month, he will be 89.

He’s telling his story on the con-
dition we don’t call him a hero. He
thinks that word is getting seri-
ously devalued.

“I'mno hero. Most in the service
weren’t. Some, when circum-
stances called for it, were very
courageous. But most of us just

Dan Kislenko, gopeople@thespec.com

His remembrance: to be gratetul

He parachuted from a Lancaster, was taken prisoner and says he’s no hero

PAUL WILSON’S
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InJanuary 1943, they sent him
overseas and started training him
all over again. That October he
ended up with 622 Squadron at
Mildenhall, East Anglia.

Planes went out, night after
night. But the missions to which
Bruce got assigned were scrubbed,
one after another.
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Pretty much bombing run over Berlin. “What have I

the only plane he’d seen up close
was the one that crashed in a corn-
field outside town. He signed on
anyway.

They trained him as a navigator.
Partway through, he had tobe
treated for ahernia. Aninconve-
nience, but in hospital he did meet
Frances Smith, who after the war
would become his wife.

done?” Bruce asked.

“That’sjust it,” the officer said.
“Youhaven'’t done a thing yet.
You're ajinx”

That night, Bruce did fly. The
mission — abombing run over
Berlin.

Their Lancaster was a tired one,
and they couldn’t get it all the way
up to operational height. They left
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Bruce Sutherland with photo of himself after he returned from the war
in 1945. ‘Most of us just went along doing the job we were trained to do.’

with the second wave of bombers,
but couldn’t keep up and arrived
over Berlin at the tail end of the
third wave.

They dropped their bombs and
pushed for home. About 10 min-
uteslater, the Luftwaffe attacked.

They blew the nose right off the

Lancaster. “There was such a gale
coming through, I couldn’t even
stand up,” Bruce says.

He pulled himself along the floor
to get to the escape hatch.

All that training had never in-
cluded an actual parachute
jump.“But they always said to get

hold of the rip cord before you
leave the plane,” Bruce says. “Ire-
membered that.

“ThenIpassed out. WhenI
came to, I was swinging on the end
of the parachute”

There was just one other Cana-
dian on that seven-man crew. He
turned out to be the only other
survivor. It would be days before
Bruce met up with him.

Bruce dropped down in bush
country. He hiked, unarmed, night
and day until he came upon a
workers’ barracks.

German soldiers soon arrived.
So did bread and coffee made from
acorns. Terrible stuff.

Bruce got asked lots of ques-
tions, but stuck toname, rank and
serial number. “I was never beaten
or abused.”

He spent ayear and ahalfin
PoW camps, where the Germans
served turnips, potatoes and arare
treat, horse meat.

Bruce arrived home in1945. He
applied for that caterpillar pin,
something the Irving Air Chute
Company started awarding in 1922
to the select club who had bailed
out under emergency conditions.

Bruce married Frances, moved
to Hamilton, had a son and worked
at Stelco for 26 years.

In 2003, helost Frances. She
died onthe 27th of January, the
very day he’d been shot down all
those years before.

From a black canvas bag, Bruce
pulls amagnum of Slaley Reserve
Shiraz 1999, a South African wine
dedicated to the Caterpillar Club.

Bruce says he won’t be the one
who opensit. “That’s for whenI'm
gone.”

Today he’ll mark Remembrance
Day at the Warplane Heritage Mu-
seum. “But Thanksgiving is my
day,” he says. “I've got alot tobe
grateful for”
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“I trounced my tax bill — and
beat high energy costs.”
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Schedule your FREE in-home consultation today!
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1 Calculation based on average projected energy savings in a computer simulation using Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory Resfen 5.0 standard criteria for a 2,000-square-foot home. 2 Consult with your local Pella professional to determine which products are eligible. Consult with a qualified tax advisor to confirm eligibility. For more information, visit pella.com/taxcredit. 3 Subject to

credit approval. Minimum purchase of $200 (including taxes) made on your Pella Windows & Doors credit card applies to this financing offer. The
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the terms of your Cardholder Agreement. If the average daily balance is $250 / $500 / $750 / or $1000, credit charges for 30 days will be $6.00 / $12.00 / $18.00 / or $24.00 respectively (see Cardholder Agreemem for full details). Offer ends 11/29/09. © 2009 Pella Corporation PL034-24-90474-5

period. Payment in full must be made prior to or on the due date or else any unpaid balance at the end of the promotional interest-free period will incur interest at 28.8% annually in accordance with



